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30“ SPECIAL US. NAVAL 
CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 
SECTION I 



n 



Cm the rainy morning of April 3, 1944. the peaceful stillness that is peculiar to un- 
occupied buildings and area® was shattered by the arrival of a number of large track# filled 
*1 th cargo, human and fcagg&g#, in Area A- 10, Camp Peary, Willi amaburg, Virginia. Thu# the 
30 th Special U. S. Naval Con a tru ell -on Battalion deceived its atart. 

After the usual confusion that is prevalent when a new organisation is established, the 
battalion settled down to a training program which would enable it to perform ths expected, 
duties oh arrival in advanced oversea# .areas. Drill and combat defense tactic# were taught 
by .battle seasoned, marines: skilled mechanics attended schools in water purification, rope and 
wire splicing, and various skills for which a working knowledge was required for the operation 
and maintenance of an advanced base. Overshadowing these special schools was the actual 
stevedoring experience given the gangs of each company by Instructors whose knowledge of hand- 
ling cargo had been gained ip civilian li fe and was augmented by actual wartime experience at 
naval advanced based. Many a member of this outfit will remember With pleasure, or otherwise, 
their . first meeting with the U 8 6 MBVER'SAIL, the training ship on which they were changed 
from groups of men into smooth working cargo specialists, 

Finally on: May iq, 1944 , after days of rithearsal for the event, the battalion was formally 
commi eaioned by Captain J. G. Ware, Commanding Officer of Camp Peary, and Lieutenant Commander 
J . Keek took rommand of the battalion. Our colors were received and from that date the 30th 
Special U, S. Naval Construct! on Battalion existed as a recognised and operating unit, th# laet 
of the construction battalions to be trained and commissioned at Camp Peary. In his commission- 
ing speech. Captain J . ' . 0 . Ware, complimented the officers and men very highly, and stated the 
outfit had the appearance, of being one of the beet ittiits he had commissioned. 

During the week following, classes, schools and drills continued as usual, but. the minds 
of everyone were focused on the 'long awaited, embarkation leave. On the morning of May 17 th, 
all, except "west- coast ere* departed, leaving the ares to that portion of the battalion who 
were to receive their embarkation leave upon our arrival at Port Hueneme, California. 

On the morning of May £7t,h, all had returned, and everyone was ready for our ultimate 
assignment. But, instead of proceeding to the West Coast, as all previous special battalions 
had done, our P.O.E. was designated ae Camp Thomas, Davleville, R. I . We arrived there on the 
morning of May 30th and were immediately .quartered' alongside experienced battalions who were 
at that time awaiting reassignment. After approximately one month the 30th Special was divided 
into two sections, our present unit being designated as the' SQth Special L). S. Naval Construct- 
ion Battalion, Section One: comprising one half of the original headquarters company, and two 
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companies "A" and n D n in their entirety, Du* to Lieutenant 
Commander 'dssk ' e illness he xa e relieved and the unit Vae 
Places under command. or Lieutenant Commnftdet Oerard R . 
Crosby and started opera tin* as Section One on July ?, 19«<. 

Or, July 7th the battalion was ordered to report to the 
U,:. fi.aval Advanced Ease Assemoly k Training Unit, Lido 
teach, Lon* Island, N. Y. Departing from Camp Ihomae after 
the Well rernemteced. two mile march to the train, the unit 
arrived ?i lia: beach late that evening Til era we became 
" part mi- the o r *.a»i ssvi on Known as «IHF 'DftFkS", Tiie.hr 
purpose was to tie the cperaM on and sH«tin tenance of three 
X&rge French seaports, which, at that tire were in German 
isnde- Section. Ode was to augment whatever local talent 
that could te acdu-ired for the stevedoring operations of 
the torts. Durvfcy the stop-over at Lido Beach, the unit 
underwent further advanced training, practiced initial land- 
ing op era lions , ana close order drill, in several 
the Spin b.resrf al , Lection One was adjudged the beet marching 
outfit attached be "THF rFFWf"- 
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ed Informal "jam" ees.ft.tone to the delight st everyone. it 
is ntedlese to state that a few of our members found lire 
aboard a ship not at *11 conducive to their good health, 
however, no serious or lasting effects were observed. 

In the afternoon of August 6, sharp-eyed voluntary 
lookouts or spotters, sighted something that Wee immediately 
Identified as land, * welcome sight to the land loving 
branch of the hairy known ae SFABEFS. During the afternoon 
our *hi.p dropped anchor in the 
ock, Scotland, and the next n 
Clyde River, to Qiasgow. 

Upon otir arrival. i- \ was 
di viced into two eec.tl one far 
England. One section was to 



found that the unit would be 
the train trip to Plymouth,. 
>aac through Edinburgh, New- 
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caetle, Yorkshire, Nottingham, Swindon and the other section 
vm to tr»Re as entirely different mule, Carlisle, Careu, 
Bristol-, Exeter and finally. Plymouth in sunny Devon. Per- 
sonnel ef bo th sections- obtained a favor able and 1 as ting 
impression' of England from the train trips. 

By truck the outf it- was moved l pom Plymouth Station 
to a ramp just on the outskirts of Ivyhfidge. vfhate. We were 
to remain until the middle o£ October 19 44- Li fe there was 
pl easant and serene, mar red only by the occu rence 'of two - 
alerts for shipment to the far- shore that never material- 
ized, The local people of the village Cf Jvybridge were 
very ho sp i t able and man y long lasting friendships ware 
formed , • 1 1 wae. d!d f 1 ng this period that the unit Was given, 
its first asai gnmente in stevedoring activities, the purpose 
we Were originally intended. 

Or. Onto ter 13* 1944,. the unit was ftoved to Camp Efford, 
not fat from Plymouth. Quarters rnd camp facilities in 
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general were the best that were encountered ecv fa r and 
everyone wee deeply appreciative of the living conditions 
a f fo.r««4 by the camp. Ope had tij admit the future looked 
pretty gloomy for recreation while at : T vy bridge, hut changes 
were made «no the three movies a week evolved i-fl t'c three 
eh&W* a 14;' ii the theater &%.• Camp 'Efford. The itbr&ry 
outgrew the packing-case stage and developed ibid one.- pi 
many shelves. 

A1 though, the .fourteen piece orchestra bad teen least a*.- 
a result of the battalion sp II t. Section One fared well 
a.& tft* newly .formed seven pi eoe combination added mere and 
4 i Cfere.b (-■ arrangetr.efi te to its library-. Thi s seven, piece 
esinbinati on took tue honors in the Army Speciai fierTicee 
Eenci Contest and won for itself the title *ft\ g gee t Little 
£}ith<S in the P T 0 1 1 made a number .of radio 'broadcast 

an « p re Video mu s is io r nugte tons b» 1 t «sl i o n aanees at Bo rl n g- 
ton Ball, I vy bridge, fccctn Scad ScnocT in Plymouth ana 
Bullet Hall in Exeter,. aw Weil as a the #o ctftl functions 
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of other CUT'S,: Navy activitipe ail pve-'r southern England, 

Christmas time W*s given effi added sparkle through the 
error te df the Recreation Department. Highlights were the 
the show in. the Camp Pfford Theater wi th the band;, ouarte.itee, 
and other- features: ih* Christmas party for the .children 
at Plyropton and vicinity at Which Headuuartere CHMpany flay- 
ed Santa Cl sue; and the terrific Christmas dinner «t tjftVsk r 
tc> the cr-oks and bakers,' L. 

Transportation had a good deal to do wi th oi l o f our 
ventures. The regular 1 1 Per tv r tin's . were supplemented .ty 
runs tc the battalion dances, si gh t~ peel ng tours thr&Ugh 
Dartmoor Forest and that Saturday .night fsatu.ee - - the 
liberty bus ta To rquay. 

Stevedoring operationE and various work details con- 
tinues and all mpmbere of the battalion, can be proud of the 
part the stevedore gange played in. keeping supplies moving 
to Prance to support the fast .moving advance PUP -forces were 
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making at that time. flc yob w»a too small or too big for 
c : Ut gangs to tack 1 e, and the sp t e. 1 1 that i net i gated the 
express ion "CAN DO * o£ the ear Li sr bat tali erne, was exempli- 
fiea i r. true fc nn ty our work duping fcfete perio-a. 

On .April 8, iU4*>. & detachment of the unit, consisting 
of five officers and u- hundred thirty men were ordered 
to Re a. sheath.- . Scotland,, tor i'Urtl;er eerigpipen t to « pro-., 
poeea rase in tiermany, 'however, the - plane were oh aft g ed 
ano the urilt tkeir duty in $«< viand by apelalt ftg 

in closing of the ik*sene at fc base. The sietaedtoen l returned 
May 2Qth and joined the main group st Camp PCicrd. 

fir, dune let 194&. the mil t i s sj gnsd IrS 

the lOUi .Special U,S- Naval 'Const rutt ion' .bat yal.ipn, Section 
Two, at the ifnited Staves hiaval Advanced' AmpSipi ous Supply 
Base, Exeter, England. ''Approximately ' two .'hundred men were 
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Taking ft glance into the spprtr section ifs an established tact that the battalion 
came out on top, Flo g- per. gv Volley ball,.- basketball, baseball, football, and boxing eouip- 
ment were available for anyone's bee \n leisure time. The basketball team took fleet place 
lr. the Plymouth Area finals. One of our fighters won the Junior Welter-weight Belting Champion- 
ship for the.UYK,, and the baseball teams gave other team* a run for their money on tiiamonde 
in noth Scotland and England. Speaking In terms of sports and recreation, it is difficult to 
determine where those walks through the Eng 11 Yh countryside so many of the fellows were seen 
taking; snould be listed- were ■ they epor t OK recreation?? / ;•• 

Prom the day of the first review m Camp Peary, the battalion, w&e noted for * brilliant 
performance in every : parade!: or review in which It par Uci pa led,-- Feary, Thomas, bide S.eabh 
ar.d hoseneath. 'Spotlighted at each one wai the l^lck dpill team and track drill platoon, 
who marched with military precision typical of the whole outfit. for the men whose interests 
were other than sports, reading, liberty and walks in the country,- ft favorite pastime was 
"hobby-lobby* where individual creaCl veneae and artistry turned out all sorts of souvenirB 
from .«! i sorts t»f material s . . 

At the time of this writing, scuttlebutt {aver heard of it?) has been paBSed that quite 
a number of battalion personnel will be returned to the Dpi ted States An the near future for 
leave and eventual reassignment to a place called the Pacific where i t >»« been rumored there 
is some more Work to do. Those of the unit who are left m the United kingdom, will probably 
remain in Exeter for the duration- 

Ta those of the Soth Special , Section One, ail that car, oe sal d. A bV. ;. '*I t ween ' t so bad, 
after all, wa* it?’' 
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